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Armed Forces

A. Defense establishment

The armed forees of the Yemen Arab Republic
(Y. AR comsist of an army of about 30000, an
embevonic naval force of about 250 men and five
operational small cralt, and an air foree of about 700
men and 27 aireraft, Paramilitary forees, under the
Ministry of Interior. consist of the Central Security
Force and the Office of General Secwity  These
combined forces total about -£300 men, by addition,
there are the Zavdi tribal forees who have u
paramilitary  capability, with strengthe razely
exceeding a few thousand. (8)

The armed forees are charged with maintaining
internal security and defending the conntry against
foreign aggresion. The armed forees of Yemen! are
marginally capable of maintaining intemal weurity,
bat they would be unable to offer significam
resistance to the forees of a major power or to conduct
suceessful offensive operations against neighboring
countrics. The wrmed forces have been unable to
proteet. Yemen's southermn border from foravs by
P.D.R.Y. —known as Yemen (Aden)—forees. (8)

The main external challenge facing the militan
establishment is the threat from the radical P.D.R.Y.
Government. Most niilitary leaders wonld like to
commit their forces, i conjunction with anti-Aden
tribal forces and dissident groups, against the Adeni
regime. Post attempts along these tines indicate such
ventures are not likely to be successful, Civilian
officials are divided on the subject. with President
Irvani strongly opposing any such move, (8)

Lack of greater combat effectiveness is due
primarily to obsolete equipment, which has been
further degraded through inadequate maintenance,
lack of spuare parts, and the absence of an effective
training  program.  The  armed

forces have heen
"The word Yemen refers to the Yemen Arab Republic (Y. AR, or
Yemen (S . not to be confused with the People's Democratic

Republic of Yemen (P.D.RY.). or Yemen (Aden)
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completely dependent on Warsaw Pact countries,
primarily the USSR tor military aid and advisers.
The Soviets, whe also support the competing Yemen
CAdentarmed forces, are apparently withholding mou
military deliveries and spare parts, while providing
greater support to the Adeni regime. Yemen's
rapprochement with conservative Saudi Arabia in
1970, increased conperation with Western countries
sech as West Germany, and the resumption of
refations with the United States in July 1972 bave
undoubtedly contributed to the decrease in Soviet
logistic sapport. Stll further animosity has resulied
from allowing anti-Yemen (Aden) dissident organiza-
tions o conduct imsurgent operations from Yemeni
territors . Current and near-term military aid from
Sandic Arabia, Egypt, and Libya will not be sufficient
to replace the Seviet assistance it it is terminated. (8)

Although the ovenized standing army can rely on
numbers to maintain internal seenrity, except along
the southern border with Aden, any major offensive
operations wonld be severely restricted becanse of the
ek of spare parts, espeeially in the armored units.
The maval force has no combat capability and rarels
conducts even short-range patrols. in the past, the air
foree has demonstrated its capability to bomb
stationary targets and provide limited  support to
ground amits; however, because of its complete
reliance on Soviet equipment., it too is plagued by tie
shortage of spare parts. The USSR has supplied
carly waming and ground control intercept radar to
Yemen, but no effective aiv defense system exists, Air
dofense caprbility is limited to army antiaireraft units
and  tribal Torces familiar with ight antiaireraft
weapons that were employed during the republican-
rovalist civil war of the 1960' (S)

No formal militury alliances are known to exist;
however, Yemen has concluded technical and militars
assistunce agreements with the U.S.S.R.. Bulgaria,
Yugastavia, People’'s Republic of China, Czecho-
slovakin, East Germany, and Egypt. From the
beginning of the republicarn regime in September 1962




wntil 1967, Exspt evercised  considerable influence
aver Yemeni goveanentad affain, In response to the
sful ovalist attempt to overthiow  the

republican government. the Fgs plians wnt to Yenen
an expeditionary foree, which weached o mavimuon of
about KO.000. (C)

1. Military history

Following independence from the Turks in 1915,
Yemen's rudimentany armed forces evolved into tieir
present structore ander gridancee, training, and armis
provided by w variety of loreign powen. including the
United Kingdom. Torkey. Sweden, Egvpt, Libys,
Syria, Crechoslovakia, and the USSR (U 000

The anny s essentially an sutgronth of the tribal

levies that functioned as little more than a palace
guard for the Tmam ap to the evolution of September
1962 Tn that revolution o group of Zaydi anmy
officers. headed by Col "Abd Allah Wl-Sallad. were
able to obtain extensive toreign support, notabls from
Egypt. and overthrew the regime of Tuam Badr. From
that date the royalists fought against the republican
forees. By 1964 the republican army, supnlemented b,
reerniting, was formed into five nonstaadard brigodes
under Soviet and Egy ptian tutelage. Pespite extonsive
Egy ptian aid. the royalist forces remained in control of
the highlands while the republicans maintained o hold
on the coastal fowlands. (170U

When the June 1967 Arab-braeli war began. the
Egyptinns withdrew wme troops ami cquipment from
Yemen. In August 1967 at the Khartoum Conference,
Sundi Arubia agreed 1o cease it assistanee to the
rovalists i retumn for Egypt's promise to recall it
forees Trom Yemen. As the Tast Egyplisns troops were
evacated in December 1967, the rovalists again
seized the jnitiative, capturing most of the northern,
castern, and central parts of the country. During the
firnt 2 months of 1968, the royalists Liid seige to San'a”,
the capital, but failed to capture it The rewsons for
failure were primarily twofold. With the Egvptian
troops no longer in Yemen. many of the rovalists lost
muich of their zeal for fighting, Others questioned the
benefits in restoring the Imamate in spite of Tnam
Budr's promises of reforms. In 1970, Sandi Arubia
recognized the YA R and terminated all aid to the
royalists. (U/0U)

The army was further built up under the guidance
of former Prime Minister L Gen. Hasan al-*Amiri.
who again became the Prime Minister for a short time
in 1971, He was foreed to resign after less than 2 weeks
in office after he murdered o Yemeni civilian in o
private quarrel. Since late 1971, the armed forces have

[

o v
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been unders the control of the Comuader 1 Chicf of
the Armed Forees, Col Mubammad Tivani 0O

Although the navy's official bitthdas i celebrsted
ay 23 October 1904 the Y A R recoived two spuall
craft from the USSR in Spetember 1962 The
Egyptians provided trainiag during the 1960« and
the Soviets iy il be providing aswistance oy the
small vy However, the sy s standard  of
cificienes remainy low. and the vesels are rurely
utilized (€

The air foree had ity insaspicions begingsing in 1927
whet siv Yemenis reccived pilot training in Tty and
retumed to Yeren 1o (i Madian-made fighter aireraft.
Within weeks, four pilots were killed in aireraft
accidents. The wemaining airerdt were never agin
Hown. Relativels ineflective efforts by Swedish pilots
e organize o air foree in Yemen took place in 14
and sobsecquent attempts by the USSR in the
saning dass of the Tmam's rade. and again in 1963,

produced no sulntantive resulte. Although 4 few
Yemeni pilots were trained in the USSR during
1965, their aireradt were commandected by Egypt and
luter evacuated with Favptian forees in December
1967, To help stave ofl i republicans defeat by the
rovalists in late 1967, the USSR provided injections
~and ql-

of Soviet-huilt aireraft. incinding Mi(
285 Svria provided st of the pilots for the
sepublican wir force, Other pilots were Tragis, Yemenis.,
and probably Soviets, who confined themselves to
advising aiter a Soviet pilot was reportedhy shot down
in December 1967 (S)

In Octeber 1971 0 sizable Yemen (Aden? foree
composed of wrmy and parmnilitany onits penetrated
25 miles inside the Y.AR. at Balag and succrsfully
attucked ahout 1200 dissident tribesien who were
attempting to overthrow the Adeni regime Figure 11
The attack was supported by MiG fightere and was
not opposed oy regular Yemen forees. The horder
situation subsequently cased  somewhat, bt in
February 1972, the killing of 63 Y AR tribal leader,
including the paramount Sheikh of the Y AR, led to g
renewal of tension. Both govermments hegan preparing
for war, (S)

In July 1972, the Y AR, Chiel of Statl of the Armed
Forees declared that the San'a™ government would
recover the northern area of Harib on the ill-defived
border. which was being occupied by Adeni forces.
Tensions continued 10 rise. The focal point of
apposition to the Adeni regime was the National
Unity Front (NUF). o Saudi-supported  fragile

For diacrities on place names see the list of names at the end of
the chapter
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FIGURE 1. Desert tribesmen carrying supplies to be used
against the Yemen (Aden) armed forces ©)

coalition of dissident groups, and exiled P.D.R.Y.
tribesmen. An ultimatum was finally delivered by the
Saudi Arabian leadership and by Libva's Golonel
Qudhafi for the NUF to produce positive results or
further aid would cease. Mauny of Yemen's military
and civilian officials also agreed that the time was ripe
to topple Aden’s radical regime. Fighting began in
carly September 1972 when dissidents directed attacks
into the P.D.RY. Subscquently. NUF units began
concentrated attacks around the P.D.R.Y. post of
Kirsh, wsing artillery and  Suladin armored cars
supplied by Libya. Meanwhile, an independent force
under the command of exiled Yemen (Aden) Forees
Commander Husayn *Uthman *Ashul crossed into the
P.D.R.Y., attacking positions south of Qa’tabah. (S)
Adeui officials were convineed that the attacks were
the forcrunner of un invasion by combined NUF,
tribal, and Y.A.R. regulur for s Except for supplics
received from one of the army brigades, no official
Y.A.R. support had been given to tae dissident groups.
On 26 September. P.D.R.Y. forces, using tanks and
artillery, counterattacked and ocevpied  Qu'tabah.

However, they withdrew shortly after receiving word
that Y.A.R. regular forces were heading for the town.
()

By mid-October, in addition to the 10,000 army
troops deployed along the border, an estimated
100,000 tribesmen were  mussed throughout  the
southern area of the Y.AR. Tribal, NUF, and milita ry
forces attacked P.D.R.Y. airficlds und border towns,
However, the success of these foruys was brief. A series
of cease-fires were urranged by the two Yemens™ prime
ministers, and Aden’s armed forces began systemati-
cally recovering  their territory. For lack of any
command and control among the regular, dissident,
and tribal forces from the north, and in addition to the
rapid depletion of ammunition and spare parts. the
poorly planned invasion was a failure by 22 October.
Although an agreement was reached in November
1972 to unite the two Yemens, real merger is unlikely.
After the hostilities, San'a’ retained control of
Kamaran Island, which NUF personnel had seized
with little difficulty; Aden: troops occupied small
enclaves of Y.A.R. territory; and border skirmishes
continued. (S)

2. Defense organization (S)

National defense policy in Yemen is determined by
the three-man Republican Council under the
leadership of President *Abd al-Rahmun al-Iryani. In
September 1971, the President, through the issuance of
a republican decree, assumed the title of Supreme
Commander. Control over the armed forces was
formerly exercised by the Republican Council through
the Amred Forces Deputy Supreme Commander, Col.
Muhammad al-Trvani, o nephew of the President.
However, in November 1972, Deputy Prime Minister
Col. Ibrahim al-Hamdi resigned from office us a
demonstration of the withdrawal of confidence by the
military over Prime Minister ‘Ayni's acrommodating
policy towards Aden. Hamdi was subsequently
appointed Deputy Commander of the Armed Forees,
and Colonel Tryani was promoted to Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces (Figure 2. In spite of this
reorganization at the highest levels, the President still
holds tke title of Supreme Commander. All senior
nlililury appointments and promotions are made by
the President in the name of the Republican Council.
The Minister of Interior, Col. " Alj Sayf Khawlani, also
selected by the Republican Council, udministers
control over the police and Centyal Security Force,

In carly September 1972, with President Iryani’s
consent, leading military, civilian, and tribal leaders
met to form a new decisionmaking body called the
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Supreme Council for the Defense of the State (SCDS).
It is an 1l1-man council that is to represent more
accurately the three de facto centers of power in the
Y.A.R.—the tribes, the military, and the Republican
Council. Membership includes the President und the
Prime Minister. It is expected that it will take stronger
and more decisive positions than those taken by
former Prime Minister Ayni on important issues such
as the Yemen (Aden) question and military
preparedness.

The Supreme Command, a joint staff, directs the
interservice activities of the army, navy, and air force,
of which the army is the dominant service.
Headquartered in San‘a’, the Supreme Command is
headed by Lt. Col. Husayn al-Maswari, the Chief of
Staff of the Armed Forces. With the exception of the
two air and naval force billets in the Supreme
Command organization, all staff positions are filled by
army officers who also are members of the army’s
general staff. Orders are ordinarily issued by the
Commander in Chief or his Chief of Staff, but
President Iryani has occasionally issued direct orders.

3. Military manpower (S)

Statistical reporting from Yemen is scanty and
unreliable. It is difficult to ascertain accurately the
number of males in the population by age bracket. It
is estimated that as of 1 July 1972, Yemen had about

' N
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FIGURE 2. Yemeni defense organization (C)

SECURITY FORCE GEMERAL SECURITY

1,470.000 males in ages 15-49, of whom about 53%
were physically fit for military service.

ToraL Maxivunm

NUMBER NUMBER FIT FOR

AGE OF MALES MILITARY SERVICE
15-19 ...... ... 310,000 185,000
20-24 ... 271,000 150,000
25-20 ............ 238,000 130,000
30-34 ... 202,000 105,000
175,000 85,000
.. 149,00¢ 70,000
45-49 ... .. .. ... 125,000 55,000
Total, 15-49 .... 1,470,000 780,000

The armed forces do not have a military
conscription law, although one is in the process of
being prepared. Many volunteer for military service to
avoid the insecurity present in the economically
unstable country. The chief of staff, Lt. Col. Husay
al-Maswari, has stated, “If a mnilitary service law

existed, many problems concerning training and
development would be solved. We would then be able
to demobilize many units and to bring in new soldiers
for duty. All the soldiers would remain on reserve.”
About 50,000 males reach military age (18) annually.
However, observers have noticed that some Yementi
soldiers look only ubout 15 years of age.

Widespread illiteracy and the generally low
technical aptitude of the average Yemeni inhibit the
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growth and professionalism of the armed  forees.
Discipline is lax, and morale is poor. Tribalism and a
military hierarchy. often unresponsive to the logistical
requirements and comfort of the troops, are divisive
factors which impair tue efficiency and _ombat
effectiveness of the services. Although several ubortive
coup cttempts in the army and the desertion of 11 air
force pilots took place between December 1971 and
April 1972, the armed forces currentiy appear loval to
the regime.

4. Strength trends (S)

The strength of the regular Yemeni Armed Forces
has rapidiy risen to about 30.95(, following an initial
increase te somewhat over 9,000 personnel after the
Egyptian withdrawal in December 1967. Army leaders
apparently believe that u force of this size is needed
until such time as 4 reserve ferce is created. The nuvy
has continued in an essentially inactive status for at
least 5 vears, while the air force is  grudually
reorganiz’ o and expanding.

5. Training (S)

Subsequent to the withdrawal of Egvptian cadres
near the end of 1967, virtually all training in the
armed forces has, until recently, beer under the
administration und guidance of Sovict instructors. A
group of Soviet militury experts first arrived in the late
1950°s to train the army in the use of Soviet arms.
Training assistance has since expanded; however, with
the establishing of relations with Saudi Arabia, and
the falling out with the Soviet-favored Yemen (Aden)
regime in May 1972, the Y.A.R. may have suspénded
all future officer training in the U.S.S.R. There-are an
estimated 80 Soviet military advisers in Yemen: this
number, however, may be declining.

A small contingent of Svrian Air Force advisers
departed during 1968, bui the deterioration in
relations with the Soviets has once again prompted u
rebirth of Arab advisory assistance to Yemen, Of the
21 Syrian advisers in Yemen, 13 are attached to the uir
force. Saudi Arabia is also extending training
assistance on a small but growing scale. The fact that
any training is being provided is evidence of the
improved relations between the Y.A.R. and Saudi
Arabia. Such cooperation vould have been
unthinkable several years ago wien hostility between
the two countries led to border clashes, bitter
Alenunciations, and political intrigues. Other Middle
East countries are expeeted to  extend training
assistance in the future.

Individual training is severely hampered by the low
educational level of the Yemeni soldier. Being a

volunteer force has generated  certain stagnant
characteristics. The Armed Forces Chief of Staff
stated: “We have neither education for our soldiers
nor wilitury service regulations. We all know that we
have units which are 8 vears old, which have existed
since then and have learned the art of limited warfure,
They have potential and qualifications. and to some
of them nothing more can be added.” In late 1971,
the Supreme Command  waus considering  several
projects to diversify and develop  educational
programy in the military colleges and was also
considering the possibility of opening new military
schools,

In view of the almost nonoperational status of the
navy and the fimited air foree capability, virtuaily no
joint service training has taken place. The air foree
has, however, provided occasional support to regular
army and tribal forces during combat operations.

6. Military budget (C)

The Y.A.R. does not publish a military budget.
However. it is estimated that from 1968 to 1971 the
country’s annual outlay for military purposes ranged
from 47% to 58% of total current expenditures, or
about USSY to 14 million. The high level of defense
spendiag, brought about by the civil war between the
republican rezime and the opposing rovalists, has
continued into the postwar period in an offort to
maintain the country’s internal security.

7. Logistics (S)

Yemen's primitive economy has chunged little over
the years, and the bulk of the population remains
dependent on subsistence agriculture for a Lvelihood.
The country is not able to produce  military
equipment, relying entirely on foreign sources. in
addition, Yemen is unable to finance its current level
of military operations from  domestic resources.
Quiside financial support—chiefly from the U.S.S.R.
in recent veuss—has been required. The U.S.S.R. has
been the leading supplier of materiel. providing
equipment with an estimated value of US377 million.
including infantry weapons. ammunition, ficld and
antiaircraft artillery, tanks, armored parsonnel carriers,
and radar; all of the country's naval vessels and
aireraft. Yemen has also obtained tanks, self-propelled
assault guns, and other material valued at $31 milfion
from Czechoslovakia; a large quantity of small arms
from the People’s Republic of Ching: and armored
personnel carriers, tanks, and small arms valved at
$6.4 million from Egypt.

Although most major items from the U.S.S.R. were
delivered in 1969, one radar was apparently received
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in 1971, In December 19710 President Iryuni went to
the Soviet nion and the Soviets reportediy agreed to
provide additional military aid. However, no known
deliveries have been made under this accord. The luck
of continuing supplies, especially spare parts, has
seriously affected the combat capability of the army
and the air force. Because of its almost total reliunce
on Warsaw Paet countries for equipment, future aid
from other countries, such as Saudi Arabia, will have
little effect on repairing und maintaining Yemen arms.

The organization of the logistical system is obscure
and appears haphazard. The Supreme Command’s
Department of Supply controls procurement  of
supplies and equipment. The graft and corruption
within the government is no better illustrated than in
the armed forces where urms and even major items of
equipment are often stolen and resold.

B. Army (S)

The Yemen Arab Republican Army is the country’s
primary military force. Its missions are to provide
tersitorial defense and maintain internal security. The
army’s ability to accomplish these tas™s is hampered
by obsolete equipment, the lack of spare parts, poor
training, and tribal and political infighting. The army
is incapable of resisting @ major power. Similarly, any
attempt to conduct significant offensive operations
against neighboring swates, of which the most likely is
Yemen (Aden), would be thwarted by a lack of
logistical capability.

With the termination of hostilities against the

rovalist forces in 1970, the army had a marginal and
improving capability to maintain internal security.
Whereas in the past, Zavdi tribal m- cenary units
frequently bore the brunt of the fighting in arcas of
tribal dissidence, now army units are deployed to
maintain order. In October 1971, some 3,000 troops
conducted an apparently suceessful military campaign
in southern arca of the Y.A R, against antigovernment
elements who had received support from Yemen
(Aden). However, although the army played a limited
rore in the bhorder war of the fall of 1972, it did
demonstrate that the anny is incapable of condueting
an effective offensive operation into another country.

Lacking a positive logistical capubility or comprehen-
sive training program, the army’s only advantage in
mounting any operation against the P.D.R.Y. would
be the sheer numerical superiority of its force. It would
also require support from a significant rumber of
Yemeni tribesmen. The fall fighting, however. was all
too characteristic of separate forces acting as
individual groups without any meaningful coordina-
tion of plan of attack. Defensively, the army would be
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in a stightly better position becanse the experience it
gained in waging u guerrilla war for 8 vears. The army
would also be aided by tribal forees (Figure 3), who in
addition to their knowledge of the terrain, would offer
some elementary air defense capability, being familiar
with antiaircraft weapons thai were used in the civil
war. The army has not been able o protect its
southern border from attacks by Aden’s regular and
paramilitary forces who have usually  retatiated
against anti-Adeni insurgents operating out of bases in
the Y.AR.

The major factor inhibiting the capubility of the
army is its continuing dependence upon the U.S.5.R.
for virtually all major military logistical support. The

near total cutback in Soviet weapons and equipment
deliveries has  adversely affected  the anmy. By
withholding spare parts, the armored units have been
particularly hard hit. Supply stock levels are generally
low. and armor, artillery. and vehicles are in need of
major maintenance and overhaal or replacement. The
training, program, aided by a decreasing number of
Soviet advisers, is inefficient, haphazard, and
hampered by widespread illiteracy.

The danger to the central government from
subversion iu the army is always present: currently.
however, there is no evidence of serious antiregime
sentiment in the wmy. Junior officers, however. are
always an unpredictable element, and the army has
had a history of plotting and coup attempts. In most
cases. the dissidents have been Shafi'is who. us a
religious sect. feel subordinate to the dominant Zavdis.

In August 1968 Shafi'i troops in Sun'a’ mutinied
after = group of Shafi'i officers refused 1o relinquish
their commands as ordered. They believed that to do
so would result in the Shafi‘is losing what influence in

FIGURE 3. Tribal forces with oid Russian rifles (U/OU)
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the government they had. After the officers refused,
Zaydi troops and tribesmen were brought into the
capital. By the end of the month. the rebel units were
crushed and authority wus restored. During this period
about 1,200 people were killed. of whom 900 were
from Shafi'i units.

In Junuary 1971, the then Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forees. Hasan al-"Amri, dismissed several
hundred army officers allegedly for security reasons.
Again. most of the officers were “hafi‘is who appeared
to be in opposition to the rupprochement with Saudi
Arabia.

Rightwing officers, including  Colonel Irvani.
reportedhy began making plans to impose a military
regime in mid-1977 after Prime Minister Numan
resigned and several weeks had passed  before o
sueeessor was named. The coup threat had dissipated
by late August. however. when General "Amri was
appointed Prime Minister. About the same time, a
leftist group of Army officers were arrested and
accused of conspiring with possible Soviet and Iragi
support to overthrow the government. In December of
the sime vear, another group of about 20 leftist army
officers from an armored battalion stationed near
San’a’ were arrested for coup planning. The plotters
had planned to take over the unit by assassinating the
commatider and then
government.

Some of the feur of Shafi'i collusion with Aden
against the Zavdi-deminated Y. AR, Government was
dispelled during the "urder war in the fall of 1972,
when Shafi'i army rn.s fought bravely on the side of
the Y.A.R. This resulted in the central government's

move against the central
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placing increased trust and giving greater responsibil-

ity to some of the Shafi'i uaits. However, animosity
between the two seets in the military still exists and
can be a canse of Tuture dissatisfaction.

1. Organization

The Armed Forces Supreme Command functions as
an army general headquarters {Figure 1). The two
with the same
personnel. Lt Col. Husayn al-Maswari is Chief of
Staff for both the army and armed forcos, The only
difference betveen the two organizations is that when
the staff operates as the

staffs are identical. cach manned

Armed Forces Supreme
Command, there is an additional billet cach for the air
force and naval force.

Control of combat units is exercised by corps
commanders for infantry. armor, and artillery. The
General Reserve Force and the Republican Guard are
units unique to the army. The General Reserve Force.,
under the command of Colonel al-Hamdi. is a regular
force. not territorial as the name implies. Its
approximately  7.000 troops are foyul to the
government, and the unit apparently acts as a
connterbalance to the army. The Republican Guard.
which has o similar role stationed in San'a’ at
civilian and military faci

The army headquarters maintains general und
special staffs in support of the combat forces. The
general stz ff includes Departments of Administration,
Operations, Supply. and an intelligence unit called
the National Orgunization for General Intelligence
and  Military Security. It is charged with all

ties.
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intelligence and security activities within the armed
forces. Under the command of Col. Ahmad al-
Sunaydar, there are about 600 officers and enlisted
men assigned to units throughout the armed forces
and contrelled from 13 military intelligence offices.
The special staff includes the signal and engineer
corps, an ordnance department, and 4 military police
staff.

Operational orders are usually issued under the
name of the Commander in Chief or his chief of staff.
There has been a significant  improvement in
command and control over the past 4 vears. Formerly,
it was not uncommea for field commanders to
frequently disregard  preseribed channels of com-
munication.

The country is divided into cight administrative
provinees with corresponding militury commands:
Sun'a’. Al Hudavduh. Hajjuh. Sa'dah. Rida'. Al
Bayda'. Ibb, and Ta'izz. The provincial governors’
degree of control over the forees in their provinces
depends on both the personal influcnce of each
governor and the level of military activity in cach
area. In the tense southern provinees of the Y.AR.. the
governors often function as operational commanders.
complete with a general staff, controlling subordiuate
clements. The chain of command appears to von
slightly within cach province. In Ta'izz Province, a
Ta'izz Brigade Command controls an infantry brigade
and assorted battalions, and in Ibl Province, small
area commansds report to the Ihb Brigade Command.
Although units are controlled by the Supreme
Command or the provineial governor. there have bheen
oceasions when President Invani Las issued o direct
order to an operational unit or countermanded a lower
cchelon order,

Since December 1971, the army has been in the
process of reorganization and consolidation. Several
infantry  brigades. which are the largest tactical
clements in the army and contain three infantry
hattalions and support and service units, have been
merged. The quasi-independent Shock (Al Sa'aqa)
Brigade was incorporated into the Paratroop Brigade
(Figure 3). The Storm (Al Asifa) Brigade and the
Commando Battalion were merged into a new Storm

Brigade which was then placed under the control of
the commauder of the General Reserve Force. In July
1972, Colonel Iryani further decreed that the Tenth
Brigacke merge with the Victory Brigade and be
designated the Fifth Brigade. A new brigade, the
Twenticth, has also been formed probably to satisfy
the serious rivalry between two powerful  tribal
families.
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FIGURE 5. Members
parade in Sen‘a’ (C)
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of the Paratroop Brigade on

2. Streugth, composition, and disposition®

The Y.AR. Ay has an estimated drength of
30.000 men. This figure includes from cight to ten
infantry brigades. With consolidation tuking pluce.
the infentry brigades may be at their full strength of
2.200 men cach.

There are major troop concentrations in or near
San’a’. Sa'dabi, Al Hudavdah, Tw'izz. and 1hb. About
16.000 troops are stationed in the southern provinees
along the Y.ALR. border. Sepurate armored battalions
cre usually allocated in support of infantrye forces us
the tactical situation dictates.

The army s ammed with dated Waraiw  Pact

weapons, primarily from the US.S.R. Yemeni infantn
soldiers are equipped with AK 7.62-mm assault rifles
or SKS 7.62-mm  carbines and the R2p light
machinegun of the sume caliber. Heavier individual
and crew served weapons include $2-mm and 120-mm
mortars: 37-mm and 83-mm AAA guns: 76-mm, §3-
mm. and  122.mm field artillers: and  132-mm
gun/howitzers, Annored vehicles include about 185 F-
For regulardy updated information, see the Military Intelligence
Summary and the Order of Battle Summary. Foreign Ground
Forces. both published by the Defense tntelligence Ageney
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34 medium tanks and 353 BTR-10 APC's as well as 60
100-mm SU-100 self-propelled assault guns.

3. Training

There is little available information on the current
status of individual und unit field training. By 1965
virtwally sll major Yemeni infantry units received
shost training counes in Egypt. Subsequent basic
military training was provided by an Egyptian cadre
in the Y AR, untilits < ithdrawal in December 1967
Aithough the USSR s influence has rapidly declined

since 1970 most subsequent training has been
conducted under Soviet guidance and supervision. in
1970 and 1971, two or three Soviet militany advisers
were assigned to each infantry brigade and from two
to five structors to cach of the various military
schools controlled by the wrmy's major corps. A fow
advisers were also assigned to selected battalions.
including maintenance, vignal, airtborne. and armored
units. The Soviet advisers are still in Yemen, but their
numbers have decreased.

The number of Yemeni army personnel undergoing
training in the USSR, in primarily technical fields
has dropped abruptly from the i gh of 70 troops in
1970, As late as February 1972, some officers were sent
to Soviet medical schools: however, as of May 1972,
the Y AR suspended all future officer training in the
Soviet Union.

Saudi Arabia is providing limited service school
training for wrmy Sfficers. In fate 1971, 10 Yemeni

officers were reportedhy enrolled in o Basic Supph

course at the Sandi Arabian Army Quiastermaster
School at At Tu'if: and 20 Yemeni officers were
artending an English-language course at the Saudi
Arabian Army Language School at Rivadb. In

addition. the Saudi's are training the Yemeni military
bands. Svria has six army advisers in Yemen, and
Egypt and Tran probably will provide assistanes in the
future.

Identified military schools in Yemen include the
tnfantry. Paratroop. and Military  Police  schools.
controlled by the army headquarters infuntry corps in
San'a’. The Armor. Signal. and Artillery Corps all
control their respective schools. most of which are
probably located in the Sun'a” area: there is a military
academy at Tu'izz. Information on course lengths and
curriculums at the various schools is not available.

However, Yemeni giound forees are not generally
considered to be well trained and motivated.

4. Logistics

Throughout its modern history. Yemen has been
dependent upon foreign sources for virtually il items

. i )
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of militury hardware. Prios to 1936, the army was
equipped with a heterogencous collection of German,
British, Turkish, und Halian arms. Since 1956, the
VAR obteined substantial quantities of older
armament from Warsaw Pact countries. primarily the
USSR but also Crechoslovekia and East Germany.
Major items include T-34 tanks, BTR-40 armored
personnel curriers. assault gons. field artillery. and
antiaireraft artillery. Mortars, rocket Launchers. and
small arms have also been provided. In the 1966
over 15.000 small urms were e

ved trom the People’s
Pepublic of Chinu. and in 1971, an unknown amount
of ammunition was also received.

However, us the Soviets have bheen actively
supporting  Yemen  (Aden). the YAR. has not
obtained am major military iters from the U.S.S.R.
since 1968, with the exception of one ragar. Despite
President Irvani's December 1971 visit to Moscon
where an agreement was reached providing the army
with 1
material. only token defiveries can be expected. The

31 tanks. rockets. radar. and other military

halting of military aid has placed @ severe strain on the
army’s capability to maintain its ecquipment. The lack
of spare parts has particulary affected the armor units.

Although the army has not heen able to compensate
for the loss of Soviet supplies, it has been turning to
other sources for assistance. Suudi Arabia. when not
funneling aid to Yemen (Adent dissidents operating
out of Yemen (Sanw'a’). has supplied the army with
trucks and small arms. 1In Februan 1972, the Saudi
Aribian Army had compieted  reconditioning, i
converting 42 of ite Spanish-built 2 % -ton Barreiros
trucks as fuel/water transporters for the Y.AR, West
Germany has alio provided vehicles. munly trucks.
and yadio sets under 4 US$300.000 wid program in

1972 Additional military aid has also been receiv ed
from several other countries, including Egypt and
Libva

Arms and equipment are controlled through the
Supreme Command’s Department of Supply. The port
of Al Hudaydah is the primary receiving point for
imported military equipment. Transport battalions.
now under the control of the Engineer Gorps. are
located in San'a’ and Ta'izz and are responsible for
movement of supplies te major depots in the vicinity
of cach city as well as to smaller depots and units in
remote regions. Transport units are cqnipped with
trucks of varving tonnage capacities and water and
Tuel tunkers. One vehicle repair section with a mobile
workshop is assigned to cach battalion. The army’s
transportation capabilities are not adequate to meet
requirements. In- October 1971, when tensions with
Aden were once again on the rise. a considerable




aumber of civilian-owned trucks were pressed into
service by the government to carry army troops to the
seuthern border areus.

One problem evident throughout the army is the
lack of control over equiprient and weapons. In
Februury 19720 Chicf of Staff of the Armed Forces, Lt
Col. Husayn al-Maswari. summed up the situation by
stating: “We all witness the gume plaved in all
government apparatuses. Nor do 1 deny that the chaos
is greater with respee o vehicles in the militany sector.
The armies of the world have their regulations, but we
are n the process of findz.g ours.” It is not nncommon
for regular army troops to sell or trade their small arms
to tribes.anen: even larger weapons, inclnding tanks,

have sometimes “mysierionsly” disappeuared
Disciplinary action is rarelv taken againat the
offenders.

Stunaerds of maintenwence are low because of the
scarcity of repair equipment. spure parts, facilities,
and properly trained personnel. There o frequent
vehicle breakdowns on Yemen's primitive ronds. and
weapons often malfunction because of mishardling.
The loss of Soviet assisiunce will add to the army’s
major logistical shortcomings.

C. Navy

The Yemen Arab Republican Naval Foree is the
most neglected of the regular services. With an
estimated strength of only 230 personnel and five
minor surface craft, its combat capabilities are almost
nonexist=nt (Figure 6). 1t has oniv a limited capubility
te perform its primary missions of patrolling the
national  coastline. suppressing <muggling. and
assisting in the mainterance of internal secarits .
When questioned in October 1971 abouat the problems
which hinder the naval foree’s development and
attainment of a sophisticated standard. Commander
‘Abd al-Harim Muharram. the naval force com-
mander, replied, “As you are well aware, our naval
forees are an integral part of the armed forees. The
problems include 2 lack of proper
equipment, and maintenance.” (S)

training.,

1. Organization (C)

From the little information available, it appears
that the navy has a very rudimentary organizational
structure, The Commander of the Naval Foree is
subordinate to the Commander in Chisf of the Armed
Forees and is a member of the Supreme Command. Al
Hudaydah harbor is the site of the naval hearlquarters
and operating base.
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2. Strength. composition, and disposition* (S}

The 230-man naval foree maintains an iny enton of
five small P-4 motor torpedo bouts at its only base at
Al Hudayvduh, on the Red Sea. Four P-4'5 are known
to have been received from the Soviet Union in 1965,
For unknown reasons. two PortcHar-1 eluss patrol
boats. which were received from the 1°.5.S.R. in the
sumimer of 1962, have been at the bottom of Al
Hudaydah harbor for some titue. There have been no
apparent attempts at salvage. and they are no longer
considered as part of the inventory,

3. Training (S)

Training of nuwval force personne] has been
conducted by Soviel advisers and. prier to their
witadrawal from Yermen in 1967 by Egvptians. There
may still be a dew Soviet military and/or civilian
advisers attached to the naval force. About 60 Yemeni
naval personnel had. at least until May 1972, received
military training in the U.S.S.R. This mayv have ceased
becanse of the

deterioration in Soviet-Yemeni

relations,
4. Logistics (S)

The naval foree has depended entirely npon the
U.S.S.R. forits patrol eraft and naval matericl. Minor
repairs wre accomplished at workshops in the port of Al
Hudaydah, A small munber of Soviet maintenance

“For regularly updated information on stiength, compasition. and
disposition. sec Military Intelligence Summary and Autemated
Naval Order of Battle. both published Ly the Defense Intelligence
Ageney

FIGURE 6. Naval force personnel on parade in San'a’ (C)
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personnel have provided assistance in the past. No
bunker fuel or major repair facilities are available. The
vessels are poorly  maintained  and infrequently
operated: however, when tension with Yemen (Aden)
increased in March 1972, three or four torpedo boats
were being serviced and test operated in the harbor
area. President Irvani's trip in 1971 to the U.S.S.R.
reportedly resulted in a Soviet agreement to provide
two more torpedo boats; however. rone has arrived
and the agreement may not be consumated.

D. Air force (S)

The Yemeni Air Force (YAF) appears destined to
play only a minor role in anv confrontation in the
foreseeable future. Although charged with defending
Yemeni airspace and providing tactical support for
ground forces. the air force has no air defense
capability and only a marginal ground support
capability. A key factor in this lack of combat
readiness is the U.S.S.R. With Sovict-Yemeni relations
deteriorating since 1965, the 1.S.S.R.. which has
supplied all of the Y.AR. aircraft. has placed a virtual
stranglelwold over the air force through its control of
spare parts and material aid. In addition to its logistics
problems. the overall combat capability is further
limited by an insufficient number of qualified pilots
and trained maintenance pesonnel.

The air foree’s combat arm relies on Soviet supplied
MiG-17 Fresoo fighters, MiG-15 Facor fighter/train-
ers, and 1-28 Bracre bombers, Until May 1972, most
of the aireraft were covered with canvas, reesived litte
or no maintenance, and were seldom used. Many had
not been flown in over i year. However, in May 1972
Al Hudaydah New airdicld. the primary operating
base. was the scene of increased activity. Two of the
MiG’s were on alert. parked on tasiways at the end of
the runway. No bombs were on or near the aireraft.

Three of the Beacres were flving and dropped single
practice (live 50-100 kg) bombs on i target adjucent to
the runway. The fact that the aireraft could become
operational after a long period of neglect is a major
accomplishment; however, were the Soviets to
completely terminate spare parts deliveries, the air
force would be grounded very uickly unless relief was
received from other sources having access to Soviet
supplies,

No formal air defense system is kniow to exist. The
MiG-17"s have not been employed in an air intereept
role. and available information does not indicate that
they are maintained in an air defense alert posture.
Bic Bar carly warning (EW) radar is located near Al
Hudaydah und San'a’. and Kzvive Rest A EW/Ground
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‘Control Intercept (GC radar a

is at Rawdah

airfield near San'a’. However, anv air defense
capability would have to come from either army or
tribal forees operating antiaireraft artillery withont the
benefit of elactronic aids.

In the 1960°s the air force had utilized both Bracurs
and Friscos in a tactical combat role in support of
ground operations against disident forces. Tactics
were usually restricted to strikes against stationary
targets. Since that time. there Lave only been rare
instances when the MiG-17°s huve been used in a
tact

al situation and always against tribal uprisings.
The small transport flect of Soviet-supplied aircraft
has been atili

d in conjunction with the Yemen
Airways Corporation (YAC) to ferry troops and assist
in military resupply operations. Although faced with
the sume problems as the air force. the YAC has
proved invaluable in providing emerg ney resupply to
areas that were under prolonged siege

1. Organization

The Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces
Colonel Iry.ani and his Supreme Commund in San'a’
exercite operational control over the air foree. The air
foree commar les. Major “Ali Salib al-Shavbah, is a
member of the Supreme Command staff in Sun’a’. but
the air force headqguarters is located at Al Hudaydah.
Major al-Shayvbah. appointed to his present position in
February 1972, is assisted by a small staff and a Soviet
advisory contingent. Until 1971 all tactical elements
were included in an Operational Training Unit, which
has since been reorganized into three squadrons,

With combat operations being controlled by the
Armed Forees Supreme Command. it would uppear
that any sortics capable of being launched in a support
role by the air foree could be coordinated with ground
forces. There would be o effective coordination,
however, between the air force's fighter aireraft and
the arm:'s antiaireraft artillery units.

2. Strength, composition, and disposition ®

The air foree has a total of 27 aircraft: two Alouette
HI helicopters transferred from Saudi Arabia and 25
Soviet-built aircraft, consisting of 11 11-28's, eight
MiG-17's. one MiG-15, and five transports. In
October 1972, Libya provided the Y.A.R. with four of

or regularly updated information on strength, composition, and
disposition. see Military Intelligence Summary, Free World Air
Intelligence Brief, and Free World Air Order of Battle. all published
by the Defense Intelligenice Agency, Information on Yemen airfields
is presented in the Transportation and Telecommunications chapter
of this General Survey,
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its 11 11-28°s. These light bomben were formerdy
Egyptian owned and based in Libva. Prior to their
delivery to the Y.AR.. they were purchased trom
Egvpt by Libva. This may well have been an
expression of Egvptian supvort for the Y. AR, in its
conflict with Aden while at the same time maintaining
a low profile. The foree is org: nized into a MiG-17
and MiG-15 fighter squadren. an 1125 bomber
squadron, and a transport squadron. which has three
An-Z and two H-14 light transports. Yemen has about
24 airfields. of which five have haed-surfaced
permanent runways. Al Huduvdah New is the priman
military airfield, with air traffic control under militany
supervision, however, onlv davlight operations are
permitted. The bomber squadron is based there.
Because of expansion and improvement being carried
out «t Rawdah. u joint civil/military uirficld near
Sun'a’, the MiG squadron that had long been
stationed there has been transferced to Al Hudaydah
New. Visual flight rules apply to all airfields.

Air ferce personnel strength is estimated at about
700 men, including 30 pilots. Of the pilots. probably
only half would be considered operationally qualified
becuause of the luck of flving time. Persounel problems
within the air force have remained unsettled. In
January 1971, a plot was uncovered in which a
number of voung air force officers were to defect with
their aircraft to Aden. This was reportedly organized
by the Soviet advisers working with the air force at Al
Hudaydah New airfield. In March 1972, 11 pifots
deserted 2o Aden, leaving their aireraft hehind.

3. Training

For the most part, air force training has been
conducted on a haphazard and piscemeal busis.
Egypt, Syria. and the U.S.S.R. have provided pilot
training in the past Currently, an unknown number
of Soviet advisers and about 15 Syrians ure providing
assistance to the air force in Yemen. A small
detachment of Soviet instructors at Al Hudaydah New
airfield provides in-country basic pilot and aireraft
maintenance training. These instructors have also
conducted advanced training on the MiG-15. MiG-
17, and 10-28 aircraft. Some Yemeni pilots and
nonfly. ig personnel have received advanced training
in the U.S.S.R.; however, details on the curriculum or
length of the courses are 1ot available.

In late Februaiy 1972, student pilots were scheduled
to be sent to the U.S.S.R. as soon as their basic training
in the Y.A.R. was completed. However, all additional
officer training in the U.S.$.™ wus apparently
suspended in May 1972,
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4. Logistics

The uir foree is totally dependent upon foreign

sources, particularhy the USSR for aircraft. spare
parts, and all associated equipment. With relations
deteriorating, the Soviet's logistical support lie:
practically ceased. President Invani's Soviet visit in
December 1971 resulted in the wir force boing
promised seven MiG-17'¢ and radar units. As of late
1972, no known deliveries huve been made under this
accord.

The actual stracture of the maintenance organiza-
tion is unknown. Most maintenance is performed at Al
Hudaydah New. possibly by o maintenance battalion
similur to thut established by the Soviets in Yemen
(Aden).

The combined capability of the small air foree
transport fleet and civil air transport aireraft is
adequate to support most emergeney air suppls
requirements within the country. Hoveever. mamy
civilian crew members are Yogoslavs or other third-
country contract personnel who cannet he depended
upon ta perform under combat conditions.

In addition to Rawdah, airficld consteuction and
improvements have takers place or are scheduled for Al
Hudavdah New. Sarn'a’ South, Sa'dah New. and
Ta'izz New,

The port of Al Hudaydah is the major supphy depot
and bulk fuel storage point for the air foree. Current
supply levels for ordnance, spare parts. and fue! are
not available.

E. Paramilitary forces
1. Ministry of Interior security forces ()

Churged with maintaining isternc! security, the
Minister of Interior controls an elite paramilitany unit.
the Central Security Foree, and the Office of General
Security. which constitutes the police force. The
Central Sccurity  Foree, formed in carly 1967 is
responsible for riot control. protection of government
officials, and general security control matiers. It has,
in practice, been utilized to counterbalance potential
antiregime elements within the army. Under the
command of Deputy Interior Minister Col
Muhammad Salih al-Kubali. the 500- to 600-man
force is equipped with small arms and armored cars
(Figuse 7). The Office of General Security is charged
in general with the physical security of the country.
This includes routine police work—traffic control.
maintenance of checkpoints, and riot control. In late
1966, the combined strength of the Ministry of
Interior security forces was about 4,300 men. of whom

CI-RDP01 -00707R000200100024-9
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L.200 were officers and noncommissioned officers guerrilla warfare, the tribul forces  performance

o April 1972, Col. Al Sasf Khawlani. o former against the opposing P R.Y. forces did not live up to

army commander in 1967, became the new Minister expectations. The tribes were often hlamed for failing

of Interior. He hae 4 reputation as o foreeful to hold an objective once it had Ivm'nn')l;aim-d.u('(ing

admisnistrator, Security forees are assisted by Soviet as ulnlis('ip]invd and disorganized bands and

security advisers, who reportedly arrived in April 1971 displayving a greater intered inbooty than in achie ing

military gaals. The border war ended with the arms

2. Zaydi ibal forces and tribes, which begaa the anti-Aden cumpaign in

Septeniber as close allies, becoming mutually hostile,

A . 3 s UITIRs ide . 3| a . . .
About 737 of Yemenis consider themselves to by each blaming the other for defeat. S

members of a particular trib? group: and most of the
numerous tribes are members of one of twa religions FIGURE 7. Central Security Force BTR-40 armored
sects—the Zavdi (Shiah M“tl”m, of Shafi'i ('Suuni personnel carrier {(u/ou)
Moslem). Of the two. the Zardis. located in the _
central and nothern regions of the comtry, are the MMy w ‘:
more dominant because of their numerical superiority "
and fighting ahiliv. (U, OU)

Buring the republican-rovalist conflict, the Tnam'

army was composed almost exclisively of Zavdi tribal
warriors. Since the end of the conflict, these forees
have been recruited threngh tribal leacers by the
cential government to conduet speeified operations in
return for weapous. anmunition. money. and a share
of the spoils of war. They are mercenary in character
and equipped primarily with small arms. mortars. and
recoilless rifles, Tribal levies strengths have varied. but
rarely have they exceeded o fow thousand. Howeser,
in the 1972 border war with the PDRY. up to
H0.000  tribesmen were reported  massed in the

southern area of the Y.AR. Although capable in _—
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Places and features referred 1o in the G »rerai Survey (U/OU)

SOORDILATES

COORDIN ATES

Ahi a5 Su'ad. Saudi Arabia .
AG Dalic. . .
Aden, Yemen  Aden:
Apmadi.

Al Bayga'. ... ..

Bayt al Fagih R
Al Hudaydah, .. .. .

Al Luhayyah

Al Luhayyah porty. .

Ar Rahidah. .. .. e
Axir, Saudia Aeabia cregron
AxSalif. o0
At Ta'if. Ssudi Arabia

At Turhsh. ... ...

Az Zaydiyah. ... .
Bab el Mandeb (strai
Bahrain ixland:. ..
Bajil. .. ...
Balag. ... .
Bani al Harith. .

Kirsh, Yemen Aden-, .
Madiq Kamarin «channrl
Mafhay

Manakhah .

Ma'rib .

Maydi. . ...

Mocha ... ..,
Najran, Sandi Araing oasx .
Perim, Yemen @ Sden ixjand:
Qa‘tabah .
Qizan, Saudi Arabia ..
Rumlat ux Sabatayn -dunexs. .
Rida* AP
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia.

Ruh' ul Khali idesert -
Sa‘dah . .. S

Sulif, Ra's as - porats

San's’ ..

Ta‘izz. .. ... ... .

Tihamah area.. .

Bani al UHarith tribal arear ., . Ugdah, saudi Arabia. . .. L 07 43 05
Barat Wadi Zabid tvadr 1369 43 1N
Datin. . Zahid . .. 12 43 s
Dhamar,. ... .. ... P Zahrin, Ssudi Arabia . B . 1710 13 30
Dhofar, Suu(li’ Arabin regioni. . Selected Airfields
Hadhramaut (regiony ...
Hajjah. ... .. Al Bayda. .. o 06
Harag. Al Hudaydah New . [E I
Harib. .. ... As Salif East, ... 15 I8
| 133 e Qalut Marinaf, . 16 00
Jiblah. ... ... .0 . Rawdah.. . 15 28
Jidda ‘Juddahi, Saudi Arabia, .. .. Sadah New 16 3%
Jigayn. ..o B Sana South .. .. 15 19
Kamaran, Yemen  Aden? ixland; . . Sukhne.oooooo o 4N 33 26
Khawr Kathib thays .. ... . . Tuizz New I on 140N
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